


Founder Paul Stokstad built a Millikan Oil Drop Apparatus 
for a science fair and grew it into a company focused on 
inquiry-based learning, eventually becoming the global 
leader in 21st century science education. 

The Heart of PASCO

The drive to innovate continues today. Our solutions are designed, 
developed, and tested in-house to ensure every product with the 
PASCO name delivers unparalleled performance.

In 1964, a college student with a bright idea went to work  
building a science fair project in the family garage. An aspiring 
physicist with a knack for innovation, Founder Paul Stokstad  
developed a Millikan Oil Drop Apparatus and grew it into a  
company dedicated to authentic science learning. 

Nearly 60 years since its founding, PASCO Scientific’s  
dedication to inquiry-based education remains unmatched.  
Now the global leader in 21st century science, PASCO is  
the proud partner of schools far and wide, providing  
world-class innovations, curriculum, and support for  
truly transformational science education.



Why Science Literacy

When students take part in an authentic science experience using the technology and  
tools that scientists use, they understand the thrill of discovery and are better prepared  
for science literacy. A scientifically literate society is critical for nations to compete in a  
global marketplace and is an economic driver that enhances the lives of all citizens.

Education leaders around the world seek to transform their science programs to support  
the growth of a knowledge-based economy, and PASCO is there to help. Developing  
students’ scientific literacy is a key step toward raising the standard of living and prepares  
students to compete on a global scale. When students learn how to do science, and not  
just memorize facts, they develop competencies that prepare them for job opportunities  
and participate in challenges that face all nations.

Countries around the world need scientifically literate citizens ready  
to engage and conquer the most pressing challenges of our time,  
including water, energy, and climate change.

How do we prepare today’s students for tomorrow’s economy?



Transforming Science Education

Transitioning from traditional, lecture-focused instruction to that of authentic scientific inquiry is  
a key step in developing students’ scientific literacy. Authentic scientific inquiry actively engages  
students in the pursuit of knowledge, rather than the memorization of facts, to facilitate the  
development of critical 21st century competencies. 

Inquiry-based science education provides ample opportunities for students to build strong skills  
in information, communication, and technology (ICT). We specialize in creating real-world learning  
experiences that allow students to learn like real scientists work. Through consistent exposure to  
real-world practices in science, STEM, data, and technology, PASCO’s science solutions prepare  
students for the complex challenges affecting all nations. 

For countries seeking to transform education, some of the concerns they face include: How do we  
transition from our current system to one of authentic scientific inquiry? How do we prepare our  
educators to teach in a manner that differs from their own learning experiences? How do we set  
standards and create curriculum? How do we ensure lasting success after this transformation?
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Benefits of using sensors and technology.

Supports modeling of real-life careers

Optimizes data collection with real-time results

Develops data literacy with live,  
interactive graphs

Shifts focus to in-depth data  
analysis and sensemaking

Content, datalogging, and  
assessments in one place

Early exposure to STEM-focused careers

Enhanced sense of student ownership  

Increased interest in scientific issues

Greater diversity of science students

Improved understanding of scientific process

Ability to communicate about  
complex scientific concepts

Diversified workforce with  
transferrable skillsets

Higher number of STEM and science graduates

Innovative workers with problem-solving skills

Understanding of complex issues  
(e.g., climate, cybersecurity, etc.)

Increased adoption of data-driven  
decisions across industries

When you partner with PASCO, we work with you to develop a program that 
supports your nation’s aspirations, economic growth, and long-term stability. 



First there must be a vision. How can  
education better prepare students to  
meet the demands of an innovation- and  
knowledge-based economy? How do we 
instill competencies that empower students 
to become lifelong creators, innovative  
thinkers, and problem solvers? In partnership 
with the U.S. Department of Defense and  
local business leaders in Florida,  
Hillsborough District Schools developed  
a vision that utilized PASCO technologies, 
professional development, and curriculum  
to build essential foundations in inquiry,  
computational thinking, and engineering  
processes at the primary and secondary  
levels. In 2020, PASCO was selected as a  
key partner to help develop this collaborative 
program and propel the students of  
Hillsborough County toward success.

PASCO has assembled these building blocks with Ministries of Education  
to create lasting, transformative changes in science education.

Next, the vision must be accompanied by 
sustained leadership. The Shandong Province 
in China has a rich history of education and 
critical thinking dating back to Confucius. 
While standard measures of student success 
often rely on standardized test scores, the 
province’s Ministry of Education realized they 
needed to foster ingenuity by developing a 
student’s ability to problem solve, rather than 
reinforcing simple memorization. Since  
partnering with PASCO to design such a  
program, teachers in the province have  
begun shaping a new generation of  
innovators and thinkers who not only  
understand science but are also passionate 
about its potential applications.

Technology and its applications continue  
to fuel economic growth and development,  
making it an essential building block in  
transitioning to a modernized education  
system. The use of technology in modern 
classrooms places great demands on  
infrastructure. Such was the case in  
Kazakhstan, where many of the schools  
participating in the reform project existed  
as single-room schoolhouses without any 
technology. With the adoption of PASCO  
technologies and support, Kazakhstan was 
able to quickly identify and address their  
infrastructure and educational needs. The  
end-product was a modernized facility with 
robust infrastructure and a faculty that was 
prepared to incorporate new technologies into 
their teaching philosophy. Today, these schools 
are revered throughout Kazakhstan as models 
of excellence in education.

The success of any program is closely tied to the professional 
development that supports the vision and builds capacity within 
the system. PASCO delivers the guidance and support teachers 
need to create an inquiry-based learning environment. In Arequipa, 
Peru, the State President was determined to reform education and 
create opportunities that had never-before been provided to the  
local students. He relied on PASCO and our regional science  
partner, Bionet, to provide the essential training for teacher  
success. With the help of Bionet and PASCO, the teachers  
received in-country professional development that empowered 
them to lead inquiry-based lessons with confidence. 

The pedagogical transformations must also be supported by adaptable, 
localized content. When the Ministry of Education in Qatar decided  
to construct a STEM school, they had a vision of strengthening their  
students’ science skills to better prepare them for success in STEM  
and the global job market. Through our partnership, PASCO and the  
Ministry of Education developed science content that aligned with the 
Qatar Education Standards, along with a philosophy of student inquiry  
and engineering design. The success of this program has led to the  
construction of more schools and the adoption of additional PASCO  
equipment and curriculum to benefit the students of Qatar.

1. vision 2. leadership 3. technology

4. curriculum and support 5. professional development

Essential Elements for Transformation

Where in the world is PASCO? Find out at pasco.com/whereispasco



Partner with PASCO

Transforming an educational system is a daunting task—and yet it is a key predictor 
of economic success in the 21st century. From sustainable energy and cybersecurity 
to potable water and innovations in technology, the security of all nations will largely 
depend on the scientific literacy of today’s students and tomorrow’s society.

Having more than fifty years of experience in science education, PASCO brings a 
unique combination of knowledge and insights to every partnership. We are proud to 
have partners in all stages of development and work closely with all nations to assess 
their needs and exceed their goals. Whether you’re looking to modernize classrooms, 
develop scientific literacy, or prepare students for the rapidly evolving future of work, 
pick a partner who understands your needs and knows how to turn your vision into a 
reality. Partner with PASCO.

PASCO has assembled these building blocks with Ministries of Education  
to create lasting, transformative changes in science education.

In Texas, the teachers of Killeen Independent 
School District meet annually with PASCO’s 
Professional Development team to develop 
technology-rich content. As they progress 
beyond introductory labs and begin integrating 
technology on their own, the teachers  
develop a range of competencies, as well  
as the confidence they need to transfer their 
newly developed ICT skills into the classroom. 

After seeing the success of students in  
Arequipa, neighboring states in Peru began 
reforming their own education systems. 
Through our partnership, educational leaders 
successfully created an environment capable 
of preparing their students for modern career 
opportunities and began boosting their states’ 
socioeconomic status.

Sustaining the Transformation



Innovation is essential to our success. 
PASCO engineers, educators, and 
researchers work together to design  
products that leverage technology to  
keep the focus on learning. They examine 
the learning process and design tools to 
facilitate a better lab experience with  
hardware and software that is intuitive, 
easy to use, and durable.

PASCO empowers teachers with material 
that is as vibrant and compelling as the 
science they are teaching. Our inquiry-
based lab activities allow students to apply 
scientific practices to their learning—
giving them an opportunity to question, 
investigate, collect and analyze data, and 
develop their higher-order thinking skills.

PASCO provides your teachers with  
the skills to integrate technology into  
their lessons and model an inquiry-based  
approach to teaching science. We help 
teachers create a learning environment 
where students drive the experiment, 
make predictions about how an event  
will unfold, and collect and analyze data  
to see how their predictions compare to 
the actual results.

Innovative 
Technology

Compelling 
Content

Pedagogical  
Strategies

Powerful Tools for the Classroom

Integrating technology into science teaching is just part of the challenge. Our Teacher 
Professional Development program helps teachers strike a balance between content, 
technology, and pedagogy for more effective integration.

sensors

softwareapparatus curriculum

Our award-winning data collection and 
analysis software, SPARKvue®, is  

compatible with iPad®, ChromebookTM, 
AndroidTM tablets, Mac® and Windows® 

computers, and smartphones. 

Whether you’re looking to equip 
a single classroom or an entire 
school, PASCO’s high-quality 

apparatus is designed to deliver 
reliable results for decades.

PASCO’s award-winning line of wireless sensors are durable, easy to use, and affordably priced  
to help educators bring real-world technology into the hands of students everywhere.

From lab manuals and teacher guides to  
engaging e-Books and curriculum, we provide 
a wide array of curricular materials that make it 

easy to support inquiry in the classroom.



Giving Back
Whether volunteering at a shelter or organizing  
local campaigns for national organizations, we have 
always believed in investing in the community and  
helping those in need. 

Over the years our efforts have grown to match the growth of the  
company, and in 2002 we established the PASCO Foundation. Through 
the PASCO Foundation, employees can make contributions to local  
charities with 100% of their dollars going directly to the organization. 
PASCO pays all of the Foundation’s administrative costs, so more  
money reaches organizations serving our community. Since 2002, 
PASCO employees have given over $700,000 to help people in need.

In addition to cash contributions, PASCO employees have found  
countless ways to give back to the community. We’ve collected more 
than three tons of food for the River City Food Bank to help feed  
thousands of families in need. And the PASCO Relay for Life team  
walks every April to raise thousands of dollars for cancer research. 
Through our donations, our time, and our dedication, PASCO’s  
people make a difference in our community.

Caring for the 
Environment
We have the honor of being in classrooms in  
more than 100 countries around the world. With  
that presence comes a global responsibility to be  
good stewards of the environment. 

We are always working to reduce our carbon footprint, and it begins  
with the practices in our California headquarters. Our Green Team was  
established in 1998 and is responsible for environmental improvement  
and recycling events at PASCO. 

PASCO continually seeks to minimize the impact that our manufacturing, 
distribution, and consumption practices make on the planet’s natural  
resources. PASCO is committed to be in compliance with all laws and  
requirements in the countries in which our products are sold.

Our eco-friendly packaging is made from recycled cardboard and free from 
harmful dyes and stickers, making them easy to recycle across the globe. 
With every PASCO purchase, you help ensure today’s students have a 
cleaner, greener tomorrow.

PASCO meets the highest quality standards worldwide. We have implemented a  
Quality Management System in accordance with ISO 9001:2015 (issued by Nemko  
AS and recognized by IQNet). Our products are designed, engineered, and assembled 
in our Roseville facility located in northern California.



10101 Foothills Boulevard  •  Roseville, CA 95747-7100
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